- 1 - -Eastertide 2015
Dear Friend,
Throughout LENT, we have spent Prayer time at the Saturday Club, WALKING WITH JESUS
to CALVARY. Our PATHWAY of PAPER FEET to the foot of THE CROSS, began to show
signs of wear and tear over the weeks requiring several applications of FIRST AID, applied by
eager volunteers!
Bishop Arnold’s prayer, “STAY WITH US LORD on OUR JOURNEY” was beautifully apt,
and we were soon accustomed to the refrain. [ The benefit of meeting ‘Bishop John’, at our
Diocesan Fellowship NEW YEAR PARTY, was evident from questions such as “WHEN is HE
{the Bishop}, COMING AGAIN ?”, which preceded each recitation ] !
Indeed we were all delighted at the initial encounter with our new Bishop, who warmly greeted
and conversed with each of us. It was also good to have our friend Father Steven Parkinson
accompanying him.
Our attempts at Drama are often unwittingly amusing, as was a simple enactment of The Sixth
Station of the Cross, ‘VERONICA Wipes the Face of JESUS’. As ‘St. Veronica’ asked ‘Jesus’
if she could wipe His face - ‘Jesus’ first response was, “Yer what?” On being asked a second
time, ‘Jesus’ grabbed the veil, with an expression of “Give it ’ere, I’ll do it meself!” Then ‘He’
relentingly exclaimed, “Oh all right, go on then!”
[Much more precious than ‘The West End’]!
We explored the theme of JESUS and OURSELVES as ‘LIVING STONES’ being used to build
the HOUSE of GOD, THE CHURCH. That’s US, on the FRONT COVER, ‘LIVING STONES’
building the Church. Jesus, loving us so much, and wishing US to love HIM in return, shows us
the way to come closer to Him. Like the stonemason, He chips away at us to make us more
perfect.
Frank read about a boy whose father was a stonemason and built houses. Before he commenced
construction he would lovingly shape the stones to remove all the rough edges. This fascinated
the boy, who watched in awe, as his father painstakingly and patiently created the desired form.
We collected rough and smooth stones and talked about how we were a little like the unrefined
stones at the beginning of Lent, but as we built up our love for God, we became finely honed, the
better to build a fine house for God, HIS CHURCH!
Each of us chose a smooth stone to take home as a reminder of how we would like to be by
Easter!
As a sign of NEW LIFE and THE RESURRECTION, we eagerly await the growth of the seeds
we have planted and prayed over, especially the SUNFLOWERS – what wonders await us?!
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